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Micrantholithus procerus BuKRY & BRAMLETTE, 1969 

Figs. 12-15 - Micrantholithus procerus BuKRY & BRAMLETTE n. sp.; 12) holotype USNM 
651421, type Formaci6n Guayabal, side view; 13) type Formaci6n Guayabal, cross-polarized, 
USNM 651422; 14) Cook Mountain Formation, USNM 651423; 15) J3, 155 meters, end 

view, USNM 651424. x 2000. 

Description: 

In plan view, each of the five triangular segments has a slight median indentation in the 
rounded marginal side. In side view, the usual orientation in study slides, this large species 
is seen to be very tall (one to two times the greater diameter of the base). Well-preserved 
specimens are widest at their flat base, tapering upwards to a rounded termination, and show 
a multilamellar structure which is parallel to the base. 

Size: height 10-20 !1-· 

Remarks: 

The extraordinary height compared with the basal diameter causes specimens to be almost 
invariably oriented on their sides and results in high birefringence, which make this species 
readily recognizable. The marginal outline of Micrantholithus procerus resembles that of 
Micrantholithus basquensis crassus BoucHE. M. procerus is easily distinguished by its very tall 
and slightly tapering shape in side view. 

Type level: 

Middle Eocene. 

Distribution: M. procerus occurs in upper middle Eocene strata in France, Indian Ocean 
(DODO 123 D-1), Louisiana, Alabama, Mexico, and Brazil. It is unusually abundant in 
JOIDES core 3 from 155 to 163 meters, Blake Plateau. 
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Type locality: 

Type Formaci6n Guayabal, Mexico. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 651421 (fig. 13); paratypes: USNM 651422 

to 651424. 

Author: 

Bukry D. and Bramlette M.N., 1969, p. 136; pl. 2, figs. 12-15. 

Reference: 

Some new and stratigraphically useful calcareous nannofossils of the Cenozoic. Tulane Studies 

in Geology and Paleontology, vol. 7, n° 3, pp. 131-142, pis. 1-3. 
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